The Power to Change

· 2 Tim.1:7 The power to change has been given (imparted) to us. One of the greatest weaknesses in the church today is her resistance to change and her reluctance toward self-discipline.  Every excuse has been abolished because of this one verse.

I. The power to change the internal cravings and desires of your nature

A. (Amp) James 1:13-16 Lust defined

B. (Amp) 1 Jn.2:16-17 Three areas power must be applied to please God

C. (NIV) James 1:3-8 Remove the instability in your life and begin to hear God as He provides wisdom and answers to your prayers.

D. (Amp) James 4:1-8 Meet resistance with resistance and find freedom.

E. (Amp) Isa.26:3-4 The battle of the mind is won when the battle is given back to the Lord. I Sam.17:45-47 (NIV)
II. The power to change the power of the flesh

A. Flesh = Sarx or where we get the word sarcasm from. Sarcasm is saying one thing but the meaning is contrary to what you’re saying.

B. Biblical definition (NAS) Rom.8:4-8 The flesh is a mind set or a way of thinking. Any thought that opposes or is contrary to the Word of God is the flesh. Cannot please God.

C. A thought life not controlled by the Holy Spirit puts you in opposition with God (Amp) Gal.5:16-17. Wrong thinking leads to bad decisions and bad decisions produce fruit Vs.19-21. Cannot inherit the kingdom.

D. (NAS) John 6:63 Flesh profits nothing. The Word is the Spirit and life.

E. (Amp) Luke 4:1-14 The tempting of Jesus. Vs.4, Vs.8, and Vs.12 The Spirit answered because the Word answered. 

F. (Amp) Rom.8:9-14 You are under no obligation to the flesh.

1. A legal or moral responsibility.

2. Binding power of a contract.

3. Indebtedness for a favor.

III. How to overcome the flesh

A. Since the flesh is a way of thinking, the first thing to do is reverse your captivity. (KJ) 2 Cor.10:5 
B. Second I must choose to change my mindset. (Amp) Col.3:1-3.

C. Third I must understand that I can change my mindset (Amp) 1 Cor.2:15-16. 

D. Fourth I must go on the offensive and understand my weapons are greater and more glorious than anything I can receive from the world. (Amp) 2 Cor.10:3-4 demolish and overthrow.

E. Fifth I must recognize my nature is divine not carnal. (NIV) 2 Pet.1:3-4
