How to Receive from God

“Developing Your Faith”

I. Why is receiving so hard?

A. We walk by faith not by sight (blind)

1. Blind people in familiar surroundings (comfort, confident)

2. Unfamiliar surroundings (insecure, timid, fearful)

3. The blind can’t see but they can hear. Listening to “outside” noise effects “inside” faith.

B. Isa.55:7-8 we don’t understand His ways and that adds to the darkness and confusion

C. We link our thoughts to what we see, we are trained for proof Mt.12:39 
D. We try to receive without preparing to receive

1. I must recognize my personality flaws & address them first.

2. I must recognize my worth to Him and His love for me; He wants to give what He has promised to give.

3. I must trust without seeing, how? Isa.42:16 

E. We haven’t developed our faith yet. Jms 1:6-8

II. What is Faith? Heb. 11:1 
A. “Now” faith exists and is sufficient for “Now”. If you try to stretch your faith to next month, you may find you don’t have enough to reach it. The faith that was sufficient for “Now” becomes weak and breaks from stretching it to next month.

B. Our measure of faith consists or is sustained by our measure of hope, not want.

1. Want will last until something better comes along.

2. Hope is eternal – Faith is sustained by eternal hope and faith is made up of divine expectancy.

C. Faith is the conviction of reality in the absence of visual proof.

D. Faith is a response, not a reaction

“Today, I expect my desires, needs and hopes – formed and based on God’s divine plan and purpose in my life (His Word) – to be provided. They are confirmed in my heart, mind & spirit even if my eyes don’t see it. I am convinced that they are mine because I am convinced he loves me and I know I love Him.”

III. What will hinder or halt faith

A. Doubt – Is the absence of trust

B. Fear – Is the absence of faith

C. Laziness – Is the absence of character

D. Sin – Is the absence of Christ

E. Impatience – Is the absence of patience & wisdom

