Fear or Faith

(Your response to adversity)

John 11:1-44

I. Bad news sneaks up on you

A. Vs. 3 the message was short and to the point

1. The devil is sneaky and he tries to hit you hard and unexpectedly

2. Notice the message didn’t use the problem as motivation but rather “the one you love”. Jesus isn’t moved by how much we love Him, but how much He loves us.

1 Jn.4:10 gives us confidence that He is listening and moveable.

B. Vs. 4 what reaction does the problem get?

1. Faith responded. He decided how he would walk through this trial from the beginning

C. Sickness can be a tool that produces results. (What did it do?)

1. It caused those who loved Lazarus to pray and seek out Jesus

2. It got Jesus involved

3. Afflictions are designed to manifest God’s glory. It gives opportunity to God to show us favor or grace. Satan uses it for defeat but God for glory.

4. If God be glorified, we ought to be satisfied

II. God may respond differently than we expect so leave it up to Him how He responds

A. Vs. 5-6 verse 3 says Jesus loved him, but He waited 2 more days

1. If He really loved him wouldn’t He have moved quickly? Doesn’t love demand an immediate response?

2. He was still operating in faith and faith is not hurried. Faith is built on trust and hope, if there is hope there is no hurry.

B. Why did He wait?

1. He gave Mary and Martha the opportunity to grow in their faith

2. He wanted to do something special for them that He had not done for any other. To do this Lazarus had to lie dead for 4 days Isa.54:7-8 
3. At that time it was believed that a persons spirit remained for 3 days and could be revived but 4 days was impossible but we all know that “all things are possible…”

III. He doesn’t count the cost when it comes to you

A. Vs. 7-8 Jesus does not have tunnel vision, we will focus on one thing and miss everything God is doing around us. It is what we notice that gives us faith.

B. He shows His willingness to return to those who rejected Him, can’t you see the devil subtly trying to remove His faith by reminding Him of the past?

C. By now, they probably gave up on Him coming. The time wasn’t right for the miracle. Ez.37:11, 13 God moves according to what His will dictates you must decide whether you will respond in fear or faith.

D. Vs. 11 Jesus responds in faith again 
E. Vs. 12 The disciple’s were spiritually deaf and couldn’t recognize the statement of faith

F. Vs. 13 reality, faith is the answer and fear is the adversary. Faith can respond in the face of reality Ps.27:1 
G. Vs. 14 He knows when one of His has gone and doesn’t take it lightly Ps.116:15 “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the Death of His saints”

H. Vs. 15 He explains His seeming lack of urgency in this verse. He did it so His disciples, who would carry on His name after He was gone, could see the miracle and improve their faith and give credibility to the claim that Jesus is Lord. Also, notice He did not say “let us go to his family and comfort them”, He said, “Let us go to him” he needed the help.

IV. How you respond, be it fear or faith, dictates how usable you will be when waiting on God

A. Two things I want you to notice about hardship in vs.19, vs.20 
1. Don’t let grief or panic blind you to the needs of others

2. Lk.18:35 Jesus heals a blind man and Lk.19:1-2 Zacchaeus has a life changing experience with Jesus. Both were done on the way to Lazarus.

3. The comforters were usually people of distinction outside the family and they became credible witnesses that could confirm what Jesus was about to do.

B. Grief or panic should not be an excuse for laziness or self pity

1. “When she heard, she went and met Him”

2. She was expecting Him and she was looking for Him

3. Vs.30 He wasn’t in town yet but she still met Him

4. Quote “when God by His grace or providence is coming towards us in ways of mercy and comfort, we should go forth by faith, hope and prayer to meet Him.”
V. Your weakness in faith and spirit will be revealed in your tongue

A. Martha speaks and her limited faith is revealed Vs.21 look at the tense “could have” and she knew He “would have” had He been there.

B. Her disappointment spoke as a rebuke for His unkindness and delay.

C. She limits His power to His presence, Christ could have spoke and it would have happened all the way from Jerusalem. 

D. Too often we get caught up in what could have been or what might have been. Doing as Martha did only adds to our grief. 

E. Vs.22 she must have recognized her error and corrects herself here.

1. She should have said “Lord you can do whatever you want” but her weak faith said “what ever you ask” in other words, if you ask God will do it. She forgot that Jesus had life within Himself. Rom.8:26-27.

VI. Sometimes God will give your faith a second chance

A. Vs.23 He speaks in generalities here, why?

1. To give her faith a second chance to respond

2. Her response limited her to what was possible and left no room for the impossible

3. Mk.9:23 This says that everything is possible for you, its not talking about God

B. Vs.24 I think this statement was Satan tempting Jesus not to exercise His faith but to fall in with the masses and except what happened as being the end.

C. Her response didn’t give Jesus credit, He wanted him alive now

VII. Jesus makes a statement meant to increase their hope and their faith

A. Vs.25 With this statement He set Himself up to have to prove it

B. He is telling us who He is, and who is He? Eph.2:4-8
1. Resurrection is a return to life through salvation

2. Life is everything pertaining to existence provided through grace

C. What then is He offering? Col.2:13-15
1. A new covenant of hope that we are made alive

2. Giving us the revelation that powers and authorities are defeated

D. Who is He offering it to? Vs.26 
1. Whoever lives in Him and for Him and believes in the life He offers

2. This statement again gives her another opportunity to flex her faith

E. Lazarus’ death became the door to prove that He is the author and Lord of life

F. Vs.27 Does her faith finally respond? Yes

1. She receives the same revelation that Peter did in Mt.16:16-17

2. By saying Yes, she spoke her faith, she finally heard what He was saying

3. She saw three things, Christ… Son… Fulfillment of prophecy. In saying this she answered His question and now her heart knows that He can do anything. She believed it when she said it. You must do more than listen, it doesn’t help you until you hear and then speak what is revealed in your heart.

VIII. The roles of the sisters were reversed in this story

A. Vs.28-29 look at another story Lk.10:39-40 Mary sat at the feet of Jesus and honored Him by listening to Him while Martha worked.

B. This time Martha leads Mary to Jesus, you must recognize the role your faith plays in the work of the Holy Spirit. Once Martha’s faith was revealed she went and got one who needed faith.

C. The word says she got up quickly, she didn’t hesitate to go to Christ.

D. Vs.31 never let anything stand in your way of going to Jesus. Some would say it’s rude to get up and leave your guests, who are there for you, I would rather be rude and right than politically correct and wrong.

IX. When you go, go humbly

A. Vs.32 She fell at His feet and spoke to Him in past tense but with Jesus everything is present tense.

B. Did Jesus rebuke them for their hinted blame or the fact that he was received with tears and not faith? No

1. Jesus always responds when met with sincerity, they were filled with grief

2. His grace ministered through their grief Isa.53:4-5 He understands

C. Vs.33 He shows His human characteristic by the statement “He was troubled”. He wasn’t worried, I believe He was baring their grief to understand our feeling of helplessness when it comes to death. He was about to take on both death and the grave but He had to feel our burden.

D. He shows us that He can take it up and lay it down at will. You must get to the place where you can do the same. That ability takes away fear and always yields faith.

X. He gives them another chance to respond in faith

A. Vs.34 Do you honestly think He didn’t know where they laid him?

B. Jesus knows where all His saints are at all time

C. He asked to divert their grief to the possibility of something great and they missed it.

D. Vs.35 I believe he wept for two reasons

1. Because he felt the level of grief they were feeling “acquainted with grief”

2. I think He wept because of their lack of faith, they missed the source of life

E. Vs.36 they thought he was going to the tomb to mourn, again their faith didn’t see the possibilities. Soon He would prove their statement without doubt.

F. Vs.37 Some saw His tears as a sign of defeat while others used it as an opportunity to spread doubt and add to their grief. This is a statement of sarcasm not grief.

G. Jesus seized the opportunity to do a greater miracle. He chose to undo instead of prevent.

XI. Vs. 38 King James says “groaning within Himself” what is groaning?

A. Groaning = to snort in anger or to sigh in disappointment

B. What could He have been angry about? Their lack of faith and sarcasm.

C. What could he have been disappointed about? Having to bring Lazarus back into such a cruel world. Jesus would have been with him in just a few days and spared him another death but Mk.9:6 says “so that you may know the son of man has power to forgive sins…” again so that they might know that the son of man has the power to call himself the resurrection and the life he raised Lazarus.

D. Another possibility is Heb.5:7 He may have been communing in the Spirit, this may be where He prayed because later He gives thanks for hearing a prayer. 

E. “Groaning within Himself” implies unheard and could be a reference to Rom.8:26 

XII. Faith is not something you hide or keep to yourself

A. Vs.39 why did He tell them to remove the stone?

1. He wanted everyone to see him lying there

2. Lazarus had to have a way out

3. He wanted the smell to get out as further evidence of His power

4. Jews believed that a body begins putrefying at 4 days. Her statement again shows her fear, in other words its too late he stinks because bodily fluids needed to sustain life have gone he is now rotting. No one could live now! Ps.16:10 eludes to this fact of four days, Jesus came up in three because this applied to Him as well.

B. Two spiritual parallels need to be recognized here.

1. The heart can’t be raised until the stone or hardness of the heart is removed

2. If a day is as a thousand years then 4 days of separation from God has passed and now Jesus comes to remove the separation and raise us from being dead in our sins. It was 4000 years or 4 days to the birth of Jesus. Gen.1:16-19 
C. Vs.40 He is not rebuking her fear, He is asking her to realize her faith

D. He is asking her to believe what he has already told her in vs.25-26

E. He will remind you of His words if you have them inside you

XIII. We must be obedient to Christ even at the risk of others feelings

A. Vs.41 He knew her objections at removing the stone but they did it anyway

B. The obstacle was removed so Jesus could do what He was called to do

C. His eyes pointed in the direction of the source of His power and ours

D. Jesus overlooked the grave, death and all other distractions to keep His eyes fixed on the only place to find power to overcome death and the grave

E. This is an outline for approaching prayer

1. look to God

2. enter with praise

3. believe

XIV. Never fear the outcome but always speak faith over it

A. Vs.42 this eludes to the fact that He already prayed, there are 3 possible places he could have prayed in this text.

1. Vs.11 when He set out to do it originally even after the warning in vs.8

2. Vs.33 and Vs.38 when he was “troubled” and when He “groaned within Himself”

B. What He spoke here was though it were fact already

C. Prayer was the key that unlocked the divine power Lazarus needed for restoration, nothing different than what is at our disposal.

D. He spoke the prayer silently but the statement of faith aloud as proof for the unbelievers

1. Moses did this Num.16:30-31
2. Elijah provided proof too 1 kings18:24-25, 38-39

XV. When you respond in faith it usually is manifested in action

A. Vs.43 why did He speak in a loud voice?

1. He wanted to get the attention of both the dead and the living

2. How do  you wake up someone sleeping, you interrupt the silence

3. Isa.45:19 the truth is never silent, when speaking what is right you have to shout it over everything that is wrong.

B. Notice He didn’t command him to live, he gave Lazarus directions to get to Him. He commands us to come out of sin by giving us the same directions. “Come out”

XVI. The effects of His faith were immediate

A. Vs.44 No time or interruptions took place between vs.43 and vs.44 Gen.1:3 “And God said let there be light, and there was light”
B. It was 4 days between the first time He activated His faith and the manifestation of the result of His faith. Don’t get discouraged if some time passes between the statement and the answer. Jer.33:3, Ps.91:15
C. His being bound was further proof of the miracle, If left unbound the grave clothes would have smothered him and sent him back to the grave.

D. In finding Jesus we were wrapped up tightly in sin and smothering in it certain to die, then Jesus comes and speaks the same words to our hearts and aloud to satan “loose him”.

E. The fact that he walked out under his own power not only showed life but strength as well. He was made whole, the deterioration of his flesh was restored, muscle mass and bone density was renewed. A complete redemption from death.

F. Jesus gave the command, Lazarus obeyed it and Jesus put the mourners to work by commanding them to loose him.

XVII. Summary

A. Satan will deliver bad news at the worst possible time. The worst possible time is when you are not prepared for it. Do not live in fear of the news but in faith of the outcome.

B. You have a choice, will you respond in fear or faith.

C. You must recognize where your life and strength comes from and seek him out.

D. Pray over the situation and praise Him for the answer believing that your faith is not in vain and your victory is certain.

E. Put your faith into action and command the grave clothes loosed and walk in your freedom.

F. Jn.12:10 Your faith may have consequences but do not hesitate to remain in your statement of faith because like Jesus said “he that believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

G. He is the resurrection and the life live like you believe that and the devil can never surprise you with news that defeats your faith but if you respond in fear, you are defeated already.
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