Don’t go into the desert without your servants

1 Kings 17-19

I. When not in the desert, take note of what God is doing

A. 1 Kings 17:4,6 God supernaturally provided for Elijah

1. Never miss an opportunity to notice God’s provision

B. 1 Kings 18:19, 23-24 God provided Elijah with boldness to face those who oppressed him.

1. Never miss an opportunity to allow God’s presence to give you confidence. 1 Kings 18:27 he knew who would respond.

2. 1 Kings 18:21 Know why he has provided you the boldness, it is time to get off the fence and make a stand for something.

3. 1 Sam17:45 Knowing why you are in a place gives you great strength to face the place.

4. 1 Kings 18:36-37 Pray before you enter the desert, give God a chance to respond to your faith. Vs.38-39
C. These things must be done before the desert. Outside of the desert you are put in places for others. The desert, if led there is for you alone.

II. The devil works both outside and inside the desert

A. Jezebel was killing the prophets 1 Kings 18:4 

B. 1 Kings 18:2 The devil will make a statement to steal your faith and cause you to lose sight of all that God has done before you entered the desert.

C. Vs.3 The devil just gained the upper hand.

1. Fear swallows faith

2. Fear causes you to make bad decisions “he left his servant”
3. Servant here is the same as minister, where do you go to be ministered to? How often does something happen and we stay away from the very place God ministers?

4. Fear equals mistakes Vs.4 “he went a days journey into the desert” God didn’t call him to the desert.

III. What happens in the desert?

A. When not called to be there vs.4
1. We’ve already talked about fear

2. You pray silly things that make God smaller than the problem

3. You make statements of defeat “I have had enough”
4. You become swallowed in self-pity “take my life…”
5. You enter depression

6. You face powerful forces outside your control vs. 11-12
B. How do I know he was not meant to be there? 19:9 
C. He couldn’t even get faith when God answered Vs.10. Depression blinds you to what God is doing behind the scenes to ensure your ability to stand in his triumph.

IV. What was God doing that he didn’t know?

A. 1 Kings 18:4 he had other people preserving the prophets

B. 1 Kings 19:18 He was preserving a remnant for His glory

C. 1 Kings 19:5-6 Elijah left his minister but God sent one and fed him.

1. The first thing that we can control when depressed is eating right.

2. In the midst of great distress God often responds “all at once”
3. Vs.7 the angel came a second time and told him that he could not handle the desert in his condition. 

D. God was about to deliver him from the desert of his own making but not without a test. He had to find God in the midst of the desert.

1. Vs.11 God is about to pass by but you have to find him.

2. Vs.12 He was in the whisper. When the war is raging He is the calm but you have to get past the distractions of the desert to hear Him say “shhh it will be alright”

E. Vs.15 he didn’t know God did have a desert for him to go to but this time he will know he isn’t alone in it. I bet he doesn’t leave his servant this time.

V.  What do you find in the desert when called to be there?


A. Jesus was ministered to in the desert because he did not abandon the word 

           or God. He kept them both with Him and angels came and ministered unto        

           Him.


B. Moses and the children of Israel found the rock that provided their water. 

           They found the manna and quail for their food. They found the Promised 

           Land once they got through the desert. This desert was both called and not 

           called. They were called to go through the desert, not stay.


C. You will find everything you need to bring God glory and you victory if

           while you are led there you find God.

